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The Chairman. We have been allowing 
account of the Spanish- American war, and  
pension roll for 1900 is 131,000 less than fo: 

Commissioner Evans. We take the numb 
they are getting. It shows that the pen 
amount. We grant pensions according to t 

take the Spanish-American war, while there have been a great many 
claims filed and a great many medical examinations ordered, they do 
□ot all develop disabilities. Many men came back from the war with 
disabilities, and when they were examined they did not have them. 

The Chairman. Is there any reason to anticipate that there will be 
more Spanish war pensions allowed for the year 1903 than there will 
be for the year 1901? 

Commissioner Evans. Yes; we have reason to expect that there will 
be more allowed, because it takes three months to get to work on a 
claim. We must get the man's military and hospital record. That 
was the case after the late civil war, if you will look up the tables. 
Immediately after that war the number of pensions granted was not as 
great as it is now. 

Mr. McCleary. You think that the number of Spanish war pen- 
sions will be greater in the next few years than it is now! 

Commissioner Evans. -I think that must be the case. I spoke of the 
matter in the hearings last year in reference to the increase of widows' 
incomes. That act passed gave her a pensionable status. Before 1890 
she was only pensionable when she was without means of support other 
than her daily labor. 

Mr. Van Voorhis. That gave her an increase? 

Commissioner Evans. Yes; in other words, the ruling was that if a 
widow's income did not exceed the pension she might be considered 
without means of support. 

The Chairman. What increase does that make, for instance, for 
1901? 

Commissioner Evans. Between $2,000,000 and $3,000,000. 

The Chairman. And that increase for this year will be about the 
same? 

Commissioner Evans. Not quite so much; not if we get the cases 
adjudicated. We send out notices to those rejected. 

The Chairman. You estimate that the increase on account of widows 
for 1900 will be between $2,000,000 and $3,000,000? 

Commissioner Evans. That would be so this year if we could 
adjudicate them. 

The Chairman. How much will it be for 1902, the year for which 
we are appropriating? 

Commissioner Evans. It ought not to be so great ; still, we are 
increasing our widows' list rapidly. 

The Chairman. It would perhaps be considered a reasonable esti- 
mate to make it $1,000,000? 

Commissioner Evans. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. What would be the increase on account of Spanish- 
American war claims! 

Commissioner Evans. That is problematical. We can only give you 
an estimate of that. There are many claims allowed, and a good many 
filed but not adjudicated. Some of them file claims, but do not report 
for examination, and we can not tell what the result may be. It is like 
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a letter of credit. If we. have it on hand and do not use it, it is turned 
back into the Treasury, and if we do not have it we must come back 
for a deficiency. 

The Chairman. What was the amount of the Spanish-American 
war pension claims for 1900? 

Commissioner Evans. It is in the statement. 

The Chairman. I want the Spanish-American war claims for the 
fiscal year 1900. 

Commissioner Evans. In the war with Spain the number of claims 
allowed last year was 852, and 2,232 widows' claims. In the Navy it 
was 402 and the Army 240. 

The Chairman. How much does that make in the aggregate? 

Commissioner Evans. Three thousand seven hundred dollars. 

The Chairman. What was the number allowed in the fiscal year 
1900? 

Commissioner Evans. On account of the war with Spain there were 
1,755 invalids and widows' claims allowed. 

The Chairman. What do you estimate will be the amount necessary 
to be paid out for 1901 on account of Spanish- American war claims? 

Commissioner Evans. I have not got the estimate here for that. I 
furnished that to the Department. lou will see on page 3 the amount 
of the original claims for the war with Spain, and it shows that the 
estimate was $86,000 for invalids and $25,000 for widows, and in the 
Navy it was $9,300 and something over, for the first payment. 

The Chairman. The total will be what amount to be paid for the 
fiscal year 1901 ? 

Commissioner Evans. It may run up, the way they are coming back 
now. There are quite a good many claims, and I do not know what 
they will amount to. Here, on page 54 of the report, Table 12, you 
will see the number of applications filed up to the last of the year. 
There were 27,040 invalids and 3,934 widows up to that date, making 
30,981. 

Mr. McCleary. How many mothers' claims? 

Commissioner Evans. We embrace those in widows and dependents. 

The Chairman. I see it was said on the floor of the House when the 
war-revenue reduction bill was presented, that you had recommended 
an increased appropriation of $4,000,000 for the fiscal year 1902. Is 
not that incorrect ( 

Commissioner Evans. It is just the same as it has been for the last 
two years. 

The Chairman. Then your idea is that on the whole, taking the 
increases and decreases on the pension roll, you will need about the 
same for 1902 as vou will for 1901 ? 

Commissioner £vans. I think so. Our very best statisticians, those 
who make the mortuary tables for life insurance companies and so on, 
make their estimates on the casualties according to ages. The very 
best figures will sometimes fail. The death rate has been figured on 
from time to time, but thev have not yet arrived at the time when the 
death rate will increase. The deaths have been 34,000 and 35,000. 
Last year some of our best figurers thought that the death rate would 
go to 50,000; but it did not, and I do not think we have yet arrived 
at the time when there will be any sudden decrease in that respect. 

The Chairman. I see you drop from the rolls, on account of deaths 
and remarriages, something over 43,000? 
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_ _  

Commissioner Evans. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. Will it be the same this year as last year? 

Commissioner Evans. I doubt whether there will be any more 
increase in deaths. We have been adjudicating a good many claims 
like these. They come In for one payment. We have been trying to 
clear those up. 

Mr. McCleary. What do you mean by saying that they come in 
for one payment if 

Commissioner Evans. Widows file claims and then they remarry. 
In that case they would come in for one payment. That may run back 
to the time of death of the husband, and up to the time of remarriage. 
A woman is entitled to pension during that time. That is what we 
call widows' arrearages. 

The Chairman. I see that you estimate that there will be an increased 
pension roll on account of the change in the law regarding widows. 
Do you think that that will make any difference in your office? 

Commissioner Evans. I do not think it will. We have changed our 
methods of reporting the medical examinations, and that, I think, will 
simplify matters. The number is the same, but the examinations are 
different. The Secretary of the Interior has made new regulations in 
reference to combined disabilities. 

The Chairman. It is really a different practice entirely, and not dif- 
ferent in the results '{ 

Commissioner Evans. It is a difference in the practice of making 
medical examinations. I think it simplifies matters, and we believe 
that we will get good results from it in the way of facilitating the 
adjudication of claims. 

The Chairman. I see you estimate for fees of examining surgeons 
the same. 

Commissioner Evans. I estimated #800, OCX), but the Department cut 
it down to what it was. We have ordered a very large number of 
examinations this vear, and the percentage of examination continues 
about the same. We have a deficiency this year. We are asking now 
for a $15,000 deficiency to June 30 last. That will come in an urgency 
deficiency bill for 1901. 

The Chairman. I see in your report that you ask an increase of 
$15,000 for medical examinations. Do you think that you can expedite 
business in the office during the coining vear with that? 

Commissioner Evans. W e recommended it for that purpose. 

Mr. McCleary. On page 2 the word '' pension " is in italics. What 
does that mean ? 

Commissioner Evans. For fees and expenses of examining surgeons. 
I do not know why that word was put in there. 

Mr. Benton. Perhaps you have asked the question before I came 
in, but 1 want to ask tne Commissioner in reference to the appropria- 
tion of $144,000,000 last year, and which he is asking this year, what 
is his calculation as to whether that is going to be enough ? 

Commissioner Evans. The estimate of the Secretary of the Interior 
indicated $3,000,000 increase for the first quarter. We adjudicated no 
widows' claims under the act of May 9. During 1900, of course, the 
three months of this year will not be proportionated so large as the 
second three months, but it indicates an increase. The amount paid 
out for the first quarter indicated an increase of between $2,000,000 
and $3,000,000. 
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Mr. Benton. Were not the large number of ratings of widows' 
claims rejected under the law of 1890 because they were increased from 
$60 to (250 ? Is it necessary that they should prove over again, or will 
the testimony adduced be enough to reinstate those cases? 

Commissioner Evans. Most of them will have to prove over again. 
It is very short proof, being only proof as to whether or not they nave 
remarried and what their income is now. Those two things comprise 
it. For instance, if the income was (150 and it does not exceed the 
(230, they simply prove that, and whether or not they have remarried. 
We want them to show that thev have not remarried. 

The Chairman. I notice on page 3 that there is put in there, between 
brackets, a provision for which you asked last year as to the reports 
of examining surgeons, which we did not allow. We did not make 
any change. You propose now to leave this out. Do you not think 
that the provision made in 1900 will do away with a good many of the 
difficulties which arose under that system? 

Commissioner Evans. I think so. 

The Chairman. So that now you will not have the same difficulties 
as before? 

Commissioner Evans. No; all the ratings were under the old practice 
which controlled previous to 1890. They were estimated in eighteenths. 
They would estimate a man's disability at so many eighteenths. That 
might run a man up under the act of 1890 to $30 or more, and he did 
not understand it, and a great many members of Congress did not 
understand it. We have simplified that, and the Department has issued 
new instructions to surgeons. 

The Chairman. That is in your report. You require them to state 
in dollars and cents the amount of pension that they consider they are 
entitled to* 

Commissioner Evans. Yes, we estimate it now in eighths, tenths, 
and twelfths, so as to get at the disability. 

Mr. Van Voorhis. Suppose a man is entitled to $6 a month, and 
they give him no disability. 

Commissioner Evans. He does not get any percentage of disability. 

Mr. Van Voorhis. Is that true under all the claims of the law of 
1890? 

Commissioner Evans. Yes. 

Mr. Benton. You had a rule for the examining surgeons in local 
boards to the effect that if they found two or three things the matter 
with a man which were not stated in his application, you required the 
man to make out a new application ? 

Commissioner Evans. Yes. 

Mr. Benton. Though he may have been totally disabled ? What is 
the reason for that? 

Commissioner Evans. That is a practice of the Department. A 
man is supposed to know what is the matter with him, and sometimes 
they will find that a man has a disability that he did not know about. 

The Chairman. I see you estimate for salaries for the eighteen 
agencies the same and clerk hire the same ? 

Commissioner Evans. No; there is no change this year. 

The Chairman. And for rent the same, $12,480; as before estimated? 

Commissioner Evans. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. There has been no difficulty about occupying those 
buildings ? 



